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CChhaaiirrss  RReeppoorrtt      
Welcome to this 

latest edition of the 

Mityana 

Newsletter.  

First let me say 

that because my 

role has changed I 

am going to step 

down from being 

Chair of the 

Mityana Charity.  I am now based in 

Nottingham studying Theology.  Time is 

short, making it difficult to carry on as 

Chairman.  The result is that I will be 

standing down at the AGM in April come 

what may.  I have very much enjoyed my 

time with the charity – nearly three years.  I 

do hope that you and many others will 

continue to support its work.  Please give 

careful consideration to joining the charity’s 

committee at the AGM, and taking a more 

active part in its work. 

Please do seriously consider whether any of 

you would like to stand for election in my 

place.   

Things have been quite quiet, but there are a 

couple of people who have been out to 

Mityana.  

Matthew Fairclough went in September to 

work alongside Ian Wardle from Crusaders 

Uganda.  Ian has established a youth camp 

just outside Entebbe Airport.  By all accounts 

Matthew had a great time and was able to 

participate in a huge number of different 

ministries whilst working with Ian.  I think 

Matthew has lost his heart to Uganda.  During 

his time there Matthew was able to visit 

Mityana, and was able to pass on some letters 

and photographs.  

Vicky Capel was also able to visit Mityana, 

and there is a letter from her elsewhere in this 

newsletter. 

I was delighted when I learnt that the 

Salvation Army in Wokingham had decided 

to support the Charity by holding a Christmas 

Celebration earlier this month at Ranalagh 

School, Bracknell.  It was an excellent event 

and well attended.  Many thanks to the 

Salvation Army for all their efforts  

 

Looking to the future, the committee in 

Mityana are considering a number of different 

projects:- 

1) The Mityana Hospital upgrade project. 

2) Continued support for the orphanage. 

3) Some new projects outside of Mityana 
Town.  

Finally I wish you all a very happy 

Christmas.  

Tim 
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NNeewwss  ffrroomm  VViicckkyy  CCaappeell  
 

Greetings from Mityana 

Uganda. 

Well, I have finally arrived 

and settled into the project 

here at Mityana Standard 

Secondary School.  I teach 

Chemistry and Biology to 

Senior 1 and 2, which I am 

thoroughly enjoying, and I 

hope the students do too.  My 

colleague, Joanna Ford, is 

teaching English to Senior 1 

and 2. 

We have had the warmest 

welcome from everyone here.  

Stella, the teacher who lives 

next door, has been very 

helpful.  She is showing us 

around, and how to do our 

chores, - washing, cooking, 

mopping the floor, etc.  Mr. 

Kiwanuka, the Director of the 

school, even gave Jo and I 

Bugandan tribe names; I am 

Vicky Nakamatte Capel, and 

Jo is Joanna Namayanja Ford. 

The school itself is 5 miles out 

of Mityana town, in a village 

called Kagavu.  The buildings 

are on top of a hill, and are 

comprised of four brick rooms 

with no doors, no 

windowpanes, no proper 

floors or entrance steps.  The 

staff room, Boarder’s house, 

Stella's house, and our house 

are in a small terrace on the 

school site.  Our 

accommodation is very basic; 

one room divided by a 

wooden partition, one side 

being our bedroom, with two 

beds, and the other side our 

kitchen.  We have a paraffin 

stove, a wooden table, and a 

few basic cooking utensils. 

We have made it very homely 

with posters, photos and 

drapes. 

I am enjoying the teaching, 

but I think the students find 

our style of teaching very 

different.  They are used to 

learning by rote, “call and 

answer”, and when I ask 

questions in class, or ask them 

to think for themselves, they 

look somewhat puzzled.  I try 

to use lots of visual aids, 

posters etc., and they find this 

quite amusing.  Last year’s 

volunteers, Abi and Anna, set 

up colour competitions, so 

this year I am representing the 

red team.  At the moment the 

students are practising for a 

drama competition in 

November.  They rehearse 

traditional songs, drumming, 

and dancing, which is 

amazing to watch. 

On Tuesdays we walk to 

Zigoti Primary School.  This 

is the sister school to Mityana 

S.S.S.  The buildings are five 

wooden huts in a row, out of 

which pour hundreds of 

children, from bottom nursery 

to Primary 6.  Teaching in 

these classrooms is quite an 

experience.  At our first 

lesson we had to teach for two 

hours, but primary school 

children cannot concentrate 

on English grammar for this 

long.  So, the next time we 

went I took a list of time 

filling games, and Rudyard 

Kipling's Just So stories.  I 

read them “How the Whale 

got his throat”, which they 

really enjoyed. 

The level of poverty in 

Uganda shocked me at first.  

How people have very few 

possessions, and the poor 

standard of housing can hit 

you hard.  However, the 

people here are so friendly 

and have great spirit. They 

take much pride in their 

appearance; you will see 

someone immaculately 

turned out step out of the 

smallest shack by the 

roadside. 

Jo and I have been invited 

to a traditional Buganda 

ceremony.  We are to be 

dressed in gomas, 

traditional dress, and will 

experience cultural 

festivities and food, which 

should be very interesting.  

We have found the level of 

attention we are getting 

quite overwhelming.  Calls 

of “Muzungu, muzungu”, 

“white man, white man”, 

and eyes follow you all the 

time.  We feel a huge lack 

of privacy here. 

I know that I have started 

out on an amazing 

experience, one I shall 

never forget.  Abi and Anna 

have left a wonderful 

reputation behind and I 

hope that at the end of next 

year the new volunteers will 

be hearing, “Vicky, Vicky!”  

“Jo, Jo!”. 

Kind regards, 

Vicky
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TThhee  OOrrddiinnaattiioonn  ooff  FFrreeddeerriicckk  

KKaannyyoonnii  

  

Frederick was initially 

recommended for training 

as long ago as 1989, but at 

that time the Diocese did 

not have the money to pay 

for it.  When Derek Burden 

made a return visit to 

Uganda in 1995 to help run 

a clergy school for a week, 

Frederic was then an 

ordinand and a reader in the 

church.  With Derek and 

Gail’s help, Frederick was 

able to attend Theological 

College where he was able 

to complete his training.  

Frederick was ordained in 

July of this year and we 

rejoice that he and his wife 

Janet have been appointed 

to a Parish.  Please continue 

to remember them both in 

your prayers as he begins 

his ordained ministry. 

 

The following letter was 

received from Frederick 

Dear Derek & Gail, 

Greetings in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.  I am 
extremely delighted to inform 
you that I successfully 
completed my three-year 
ordination course at Uganda 
Christian University, Mukono.  
I therefore unreservedly thank 
you for your financial and 
prayerful support you 
rendered to us through out my 
course.  Thank you again for 
the ordination stole, Bible and 
the three collars. 

Well my ordination was 
changed and is now arranged 

on 23 July 2000. There will be a 
Thanksgiving Service on 24th 
July at the local church where I 
have been living.  In this 
Service I will be Baptising over 
50 converts both infants and 
adults.  It is a hectic programme 
because I have remaining only 
three weeks to get the 
necessities so continue to pray 
for all the ordination 
programme. 

Therefore, I will be taking up 
my parish where they have 
posted me, a week after my 
ordination.  This parish is about 
55 miles away from the 
Cathedral Parish but we hope 
God will enable us in our 
ministry.         

Janet and I send out love and 
greetings to all of you. We look 
forward to hearing from you. 

 

Yours in Christ's Love.  

Frederick Edward Kanyonyi. 

 

NNeeww  WWeebb  SSiittee  UUpp  aanndd  RRuunnnniinngg  

 
 

 

When you have a moment, take a 
look at our new web site and let 
us know what you think.  
www.Mityanacharity.org.uk  

Comments and suggestions are 
always welcome and can be sent 
to pete@Mityanacharity.org.uk 

Please visit the site to download 
a copy of this newsletter in 
colour! 
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ϑϑυυµµββλλεε  
On Saturday, 18th November, some 

of the Mityana Committee met to 

jumble in the Salvation Army Hall 

in Wokingham.  We were glad that 

the hall was warm and 

refreshments were at hand as it 

was as usual, raining.  

After carrying in seemingly 

endless black bags we unpacked to 

find we had a sensible amount of 

most things. 

Personally I was pleased to see 

none of our kitchen equipment for 

sale in the jumble.  I had 

thought this a definite 

possibility as, in  

 

 

 

 
my absence, my husband had agreed 

to have the kitchen floor 

refitted, which meant storing most 

of our furniture and equipment 

under our carport, where the 

jumble items were assembled. 

The rain or Christmas shopping 

unfortunately kept many people 

away but we made £128-37.  We 

fortunately had the services of an 

excellent person at the end who 

removed the left-overs and paid us 

for it.  We have decided more 

publicity about the charity would 

be good for all events 

       Sarah and Nigel Birch 

                 Secretary and 

Fund Raising Officer 

  
 

PPrrooppoosseedd  VViissiitt  ttoo  MMiittyyaannaa  UUggaannddaa  JJuullyy//AAuugguusstt  22000011  
Are there any adults interested in visiting Uganda to meet the people, see their way of life, visit 
places such as the source of the river Nile, a game park, Kampala the capital? 

If so please contact Jean Ashfield at St Sebastian’s School tel. 01344 772427 for further 
information. 
 

MMaatttthheeww  FFaaiirrcclloouugghh  RReeppoorrttss  ffrroomm  UUggaannddaa
I spent three weeks in Uganda 

during September.  I stayed 

with Ian Wardle who has been 

developing youth work in 

Uganda for the past seven 

years supported by the charity 

Youth Work East Africa.  

During my stay I was to help 

Ian with his work and 

generally get involved with 

ongoing youth activities at 

Kampala Baptist Church. 

The first thing that struck me 

coming off the plane was the 

amazing colour surrounding 

me; orange brown roads and 

lush tropical trees and 

bushes, dotted with bright  

Matthew being strangled by “Friends”
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and exotic flowers.  Ian's 

house is in Kampala and there 

is a constant flux of youth and 

other people flowing through 

the house, during my stay I 

shared the house with a couple 

of English teams and local 

youth. 

I do not think I've met such a 

large number of people in 

such a short space of time as I 

did in Uganda, which was a 

rewarding and sometimes 

exhausting experience, but one 

from which I made a couple of 

genuine friends who I will 

keep in contact with and hope 

to see in the future.  Kampala 

is a sprawling city with 

amazing taxi ranks, driving on 

the roads is a free for all but 

often very comic with a sort of 

constant but diluted form of 

road rage. 

The first few days I got to 

know and socialised with a lot 

of the local Christian youth.  

The first week was my major 

involvement were I was 

organising worship for some 

days at the youth camp in 

Entebbe and at a fellowship 

weekend, giving testimony, 

leading small group discussion 

and generally helping out.  

There were numerous good 

speakers who attended the 

camp, but the one that really 

stands out is a guy who was 

HIV positive and came to give 

his story, it was a really 

moving occasion, with many 

people shocked to tears.  It is 

an issue that really needs to be 

brought more to light in 

Uganda (and throughout 

Africa) and Patrick's example 

was an incredible inspiration, 

and he was happy just to be 

serving a purpose for God in 

telling the youth about the 

risks of this disease.  

 

Hospital Isolation Ward in 

need of Repair 

My trip to Mityana took 

place over a couple of days 

in the second week of my 

stay.  Arriving in Mityana 

we met up with John 

Musaasizi who was surprised 

but very pleased to see us.  

We then met Stephen and 

Victoria and their family at 

their home and arranged to 

meet later.  Meanwhile John 

gave us a tour of Mityana 

and the charity work that was 

going on there, he pointed 

out things which needed 

some work and finance such 

as the hospital which needed 

several repairs. I took a lot of 

pictures of these for the 

Mityana Charity.  That 

evening the Mityana 

committee met to discuss 

several issues, I was given 

some information to pass on 

when I got back home.  After 

the meeting we said our 

farewells, the following day 

we headed back to Kampala. 

In the third and final week of 

my trip, joined by Patrick 

(who had been around 

throughout my stay and did a 

variety of work including 

journalism and youth work) 

we visited an orphanage near 

Jinja which was run by lain 

and Pat, who came from the 

same church in Bognor 

Regis as Ian Wardle.  

Visiting the orphanage was 

very moving; the children 

there would shout “how are 

you Mzungu?” (white man) 

or come up to you and hold 

your hand.  The orphanage 

was founded by a lady who 

had spent the latter part of 

her life there caring for the 

kids.  It had recently been 

taken over by Iain and Pat 

who were trying to change 

the setup there in terms of 

transport and finance and 

had to discuss some matters 

with Ian and Patrick.  We 

stayed one night at the 

orphanage before heading on 

a little way to Jinja and the 

source of the Nile.  Here we 

visited the source and 

Bujagli falls which were 

very beautiful and relaxing.  

Then it was back to Kampala 

and for me back to England. 

What I have relayed here is 

only a few glimpses of the 

people I met and things I saw 

in Uganda, what I 

experienced opened my eyes.  

Looking back on the trip 

now I have some wonderful 

memories and I am very 
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grateful to God for what I 

learnt during my stay. 
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MMeeaall  ffoorr  MMiittyyaannaa  ––  CCaattiiee  SSmmiitthh  
 

Three years ago I visited Mityana with the 

team from St. Sebastian’s church and built a 

classroom for the Mityana Orphanage 

Primary and Vocational school.  Two years 

ago Sandra Bridgewater, Melanie Barret and I 

went back for a month to teach at the school 

we had started to build.  Although we had the 

time of our lives whilst we were out there, 

teaching classes of 30 children was never 

going to be easy.  For one thing the main 

language spoken in that area is Lugandan 

which, not surprisingly, we could not speak a 

lot of!  However this was not the only 

difficulty.  Most of the children were still 

taught in the old building, where the classes 

would be crammed into small classrooms 

with a distinct shortage of furniture and text 

books.  In fact one class was being taught 

under a tree.  Despite the lack of material 

belongings, we were all very touched by the 

generosity of the children and staff at the 

school, and on returning to England we were 

determined to carry on the work that had been 

started. 

 

Two years on and we finally got our 

opportunity.  In September Sandra and I 

prepared and organised an African meal held 

at St. Sebastian’s school.  The proceeds of 

which were to go towards a new classroom 

for the school in Mityana.  It is very easy to 

see how God blessed that evening.   

 

We sold all of our tickets, found an African 

choir (from Reading) to come and sing for us 

and everything else that we needed was 

provided for us.  During three mad days we 

managed to shop, cook, beg and borrow 

crockery, set up the hall, sort out the 

presentations and, in a last minute dash to 

Maidenhead magistrates’ court, pick up an 

alcohol licence.  We also had a fantastic 

group of family and friends helping us. 

 

 

The feedback we’ve had from the meal has 

been really positive and everyone we have 

spoken to said how much they enjoyed it.  

During the course of the evening Sandra and I 

could be seen running around trying not to 

trip over our African dresses (which were 

given to us on our last visit to Mityana), 

whilst the choir sang, Paul Arnold poured out 

the wine and our African food was served.  

We were taught to cook whilst we were in 

Uganda and luckily we could still remember 

how it was done.   

Our African photos and crafts were on 

display.  Sandra and I also gave a short talk 
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about the school and our time in Mityana.  

The evening was very successful, not only has 

nobody complained of food poisoning but 

also over £1600 was raised! 

We are still waiting to hear back from Uganda 

before we’ll know the total needed for the 

new classroom, but it is a brilliant amount, 

more than we’d ever thought we would raise.  

Mwebale nnyo to all those who helped, 

participated and donated. 

 

 

 

 

 

Tracy Hooper and her husband Graham will both be running in the 

next London Marathon on Sunday 22
nd
 April 2001.  They will be 

running on behalf of the Mityana Charity and Whizz Kidz (Whizz-

Kidz is a national children's charity with a very simple goal - to 

give children with disabilities independent mobility.  www.whizz-

kidz.org.uk) 

They would be delighted if you would sponsor them to raise money 

for both these worthwhile causes.  Please contact Tracy on 0118 – 

9328764 or email: HooperTracy@netscape.net Alternatively contact 

anyone of the Mityana Charity Committee members. 
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MMiittyyaannaa  CChhaarriittyy  AAGGMM  
TThhee  MMiittyyaannaa  CChhaarriittyy  AAGGMM  wwiillll  bbee  

hheelldd  oonn  FFrriiddaayy  2277
tthh
  AApprriill  iinn  SStt  

SSeebbaassttiiaann’’ss  PPaarriisshh  CCeennttrree,,  

WWookkiinngghhaamm..  

PPlleeaassee  sshhooww  yyoouurr  ssuuppppoorrtt  bbyy  

jjooiinniinngg  uuss  aatt  77..3300  PPMM,,  aanndd  

aafftteerrwwaarrddss  ffoorr  cchheeeessee  aanndd  wwiinnee..  

  

 

  

 

A very happy Christmas to all our supporters  
 


