
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Report on Income Generating Grandmas 

From PaCT 

The grandmas who are supported monthly by 

different sponsors were engaged in training to use 

their money effectively.  

They were educated in kitchen gardening where 

they can practice even on a small piece of land 

but can generate income from it 

At the end of the session, they took part in 

starting a demonstration garden at PaCT, from 

which they learnt how it works and how it will be 

useful to them  

We were also able to visit some of the elderly 

women who have been practicing some IGAs 

(Income Generation Activities) from the monthly 

support provided to them.  

It has been realized that many of these grandmas 

receive funding but have not been able to share 

how such support has transformed their lives. A 

few have been able to start up small projects and 

others have injected it into projects they had 

started on their own but some live a hand to 

mouth life which is quite worrying especially if 

funding ceases.  

There is a need therefore to support those who 

are not too old to develop IGAs from the money  

 

given to them so that they can increase their 

income. 

The story of Nabukeera Maria (Kabazzi Kizito’s 

grandma) caught our attention. 

“Out of the money I got during the first months, I 

bought two piglets male and female. Recently, I 

sold the male after it had grown weighing 68 kgs 

and I managed to get 550,000 Ugandan shillings. I 

used 500,000 Shillings and topped with a few 

savings from the firewood I sell and bought a bull. 

The balance of 50,000shs I used it to buy a few 

things I need for my family, being a single 

grandmother taking care of 4 young ones.”  

She will now use the money given to her for the 

last quarter to buy food for the pigs and the cows 

as well. The female pig also gave birth last month 
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to 8 piglets.  She is faced with the challenge of 

buying feed because until recently she used to 

cultivate some grass on the Kabaka’s land (King’s 

land) but the kingdom changed policies and she 

was stopped from working on this land so she has 

to buy everything. 

She dreams of selling the female pig after her 

piglets are grown up so that she can top up the 

money to buy a second hand motor cycle.  She will 

use it to bring the feed collected from the 

families from her village and restaurants, as well 

as grass for the cows.  

Maria is a farmer but also has another small 

business of selling firewood which she buys from 

the forests.  

She is so grateful to PaCT for educating her 

grandchild Kizito and also the support she 

receives as a grandmother.  

 

Report on WASH Projects 

By Hugh Wakeling 

We are glad to report the completion of the Water 

Tank at Kasenyi Secondary School.  This was 

sponsored partly by the Parish of Finchampstead 

and California, and partly by a legacy left to us by 

the late Veronica Spooner. 

 

Thank you very much to all of you who have 

contributed to the WASH Fund this year.  Do keep 

your contributions coming in!   The more money 

we receive, the more water tanks and latrines we 

will be able to provide. 

We have also provided latrines at St Samaria RC 

Primary School, and here is a picture of them: 

 

 

Report on St Mark Health Centre II at 

Ramashengyero: 

We are glad to report that during July and August 

this Health Clinic was able to see a total of 515 

outpatients and 72 inpatients.   The patients had 

been suffering from malaria, measles, cough, 

pneumonia, skin diseases, brucellosis, asthma, 

typhoid, hypertension, etc.  Services provided 

included family planning, de-worming, and 

HIV/AIDS counselling and treatment.  We rejoice 

to hear that the Health Centre is providing such a 

good service to the local people. 

 

Future Project to improve a Health Clinic: 

After completing two major projects, and 

providing new Health Clinics at Kasoolo and 

Ramashengyero it has been decided that our next 

clinic project should be to improve the facilities 

at an existing clinic.   More details of this project 

will be announced in due course, but in the 

meantime all contributions will be thankfully 

received. 

 

Enoch Sserwadda’s Story  

Enoch comes from a very poor family, his father 

died before he was born and his mother when he 

was only two years old.  

He is told by those who saw him while he was 

young, that he and his mother used to survive by 

hunting wild animals.  His grandmother, who was 

85 years old took care of him and his elder sister.  

Enoch and his sister started school but his elderly 

grandmother could never pay the fees by selling 

sugarcane. At the end of the first term of his 

nursery his grandmother had only paid a quarter 

of the fees. 



Enoch was bright and was second in his class 

during that term and the headmaster who was 

going to exclude him due to his financial problems 

saw a future in him and allowed him to continue 

school on reduced fees.  At home, life was a 

misery for Enoch, as he narrates.  

“We only ate one meal a day and that was supper. 

Even from school, I had to wait until 9:00 pm to 

get something to eat. On various occasions, me 

and my sister sold Jackfruit after school around 

Mityana town but on empty stomachs and out of 

this we could get around 2000sh (£0.4)per day”.  

Life became tougher when the school he was 

attending permanently closed while Enoch was 

just in Primary Four and her sister had just 

completed her Primary Seven. His grandmother 

was now ageing and she had also become weaker 

and the headmaster couldn’t help him anymore.  

He changed schools but life was still very tough.  

Then, in 2006 he was invited to the office of the 

headmistress and given the good news that the 

headmistress had found him a sponsor from 

Mityana Uganda Charity, now PaCT. The following 

term he was given all books and pencils he 

required.  

With a sponsor, Enock was able to wear shoes for 

the first time, he was able to eat chicken for the 

first time in life when his sponsor sent him a 

Christmas gift in form of cash. He adds that it is 

with such care and support form PaCT (Mityana 

Uganda Charity) that he managed to be the best 

Primary Seven candidate in his school with a super 

second grade and this is because he was happy at 

heart with nothing to worry about now.  

“Our grandmother not having to pay my fees, we 

were then able to at least have two meals at 

least, occasionally. Before Liz came into my life, 

I and my grandmother had agreed that if I 

complete Primary I stop education and begin 

looking for money by selling sugarcanes on the 

roadside. But all this was buried when Liz came 

to us”. Enoch explains.  

He joined Mityana Secondary school after 

Primary, still he was given all the scholastic 

materials he required. He happily notes that at 

school, no one could ever tell that he came from 

a very poor background as they all attended the 

same classes and enjoyed the same services. 

On a sad note his grandmother never saw Enoch 

become the doctor which he was aspiring to be as 

she died in 2013 when Enock was in senior four. 

Enoch didn’t know of any other relative apart 

from his elder sister. Having passed his A-Levels 

in 2015, Enock joined Butabika School of 

Psychiatry in 2016 For a Diploma in Clinical 

Psychiatry, a course he just completed in 2019, 

and is now awaiting graduation.  

In his words he confesses, “I can never explain 

how Liz has enabled me to live a life of a happy 

child. For even when granny died I was put in 

++always sent me money for buying food and 

catering for a few other necessities I had as a 

child, the world really has people with big and 

kind hearts, I can’t imagine someone that had 

never seen me accepting to carry the cross and 

turn my life into a highly respected person in 

society, indeed atanafa teyevuma nsi……… a 

Luganda proverb meaning “he who is still living 

should never lose hope”  

Currently Enock has not found a job yet, he is 

volunteering as a General Clinical Officer at 

Mityana Health Centre III. Staying in his late 

granny’s mud house but with high hopes to move 

when he finds a job.  

Enoch has recently helped some of our sponsored 

children who have had psychological problems. It’s 

good to see the development our sponsorship 

scheme has to change lives. 

 

Enoch’s grandma meeting his 

sponsor’s son at her home 

Doctor Enoch 



Developing the Resource Centre 
 
Despite remarkable progress registered by PaCT 

in enrolment of needy children in the sponsorship 

programme, the performance and transition of 

students to other levels has not been very good. 

For example, between 2010 and 2018, out of 100 

children under sponsorship, only 10% were able to 

attain a University Degree, with a few attaining 

Diplomas and majority Certificates in vocational 

studies. In the recently released Uganda 

Advanced Certificate of Education (UACE), 7 

students sat for final exams and only 3 joined 

university, 9 sat for Uganda Certificate of 

Education (UCE) and 2 passed in Division one 

while 26 sat for Primary Leaving Education (PLE) 

and only 7 passed with a 1st grade. These poor 

results came despite PaCT’s aim of ensuring that 

every sponsored child has the opportunity to 

study for a degree or diploma at university, 

participate in a vocational training course or 

complete an apprenticeship. Interviews with 

current and previous students under PaCTs 

sponsorship reveal that poor reading culture, lack 

of adequate reading materials in schools, busy 

schedules during holidays and weak academic 

backgrounds are some of the leading causes of 

under-achievement. These issues were further re-

echoed by the current teachers in the different 

schools. Consequently, PaCT aims to transform 

the performance of its students and support the 

local community by establishing a well-equipped 

resource centre. 

 

 
PaCT already has space within its administrative 

block that has been earmarked for the resource 

centre. The resource centre will be accessed by 

both PaCT sponsorship beneficiaries and general 

public. The centre will be equipped with text 

books based on Uganda’s Syllabus ranging from 

upper primary to university and computers for 

research and innovation mainly for students at 

upper level. The computers will be connected to 

WiFi internet at PaCT office to enable the users 

for wide research. The centre will be a place 

where students and others can:  

1) Access academic text books not readily 

available in schools.  

2) Share and discuss with fellow peers on 

academics.  

3) Access online reading materials and 

tutorials through the internet.  

4) Learn computer and internet skills.  

5) Access motivational, life skills and biblical 

reading materials which are seldom 

available in schools.  

6) Access a one-stop centre for academic 

counselling and guidance through visiting 

tutors.  

The centre will have a well-trained librarian and 

it will be accessed by PaCT sponsored children 7 

days a week and the general public 5 days a week, 

Monday to Friday. The resource centre is 

positioned in a way that PaCT receptionist will 

double as the librarian to avoid incurring more 

administrative costs, and our security personnel 

will be equipped with the basic skills to support 

overseeing the library during the weekend.  

 

Thank you on behalf of Kevin and 

Jazira 

As many of you will already have read, some 

weeks ago a terrible event happened in the family 

home of two sisters, Kevin and Jazira, who are 

sponsored through the charity.  They lived with 

their grandmother as their parents are both dead.  

They have an uncle who suffers from 

schizophrenia and was being treated in a mental 

hospital.  However, he escaped from the hospital 

and returned to his mother’s home where he 

attacked her in front of the children and 

decapitated her.   

When we became aware of the full implications 

for the two girls, we launched an appeal to you 

and through Facebook for money to support the 

children. The very generous response has been so 

heart-warming.  

We now have sufficient money to ensure that both 

girls can finish their school education as boarders 

New resources centre in the 

administration building 



and to provide them with clothes, text books and 

other necessities when needed. An aunt who has 

seven children of her own will look after them in 

Kampala in the holidays.   

Thank you very much for all the generous help 

that you have provided. Hopefully, Jazira and 

Kevin will eventually be able to thrive again. 

 
 

Visiting Uganda By Lucy Tompsett 

On 5th May, I travelled from Gatwick to Entebbe 

airport, this being my second trip to visit PaCT in 

Mityana. During my 2 week stay my aim was to 

understand in more depth the process of 

sponsoring children and the other projects that 

the charity focuses on, specifically the WASH 

project (water, sanitation and hygiene).  

On my first day at the charity there was the 

termly event of handing out of the scholastic 

materials for the children in preparation for the 

final term of the school year. Pencils, pens, book 

bags and notepads were among the many items 

given to the sponsored kids in order to aid them 

in their education and give them an equal 

opportunity compared with those who can afford 

to buy their own materials. There was so much 

joy in their faces when they received their 

packages that it really shows the difference this 

sponsorship makes to their livelihoods. There is 

also the argument that giving them these 

materials can help to increase their learning 

ability, and therefore their educational outcome, 

which can help to keep sponsors engaged with 

their child. This means they are more likely to be 

sponsored for the entirety of their education.      

I was lucky enough to be able to meet the girl 

whom my family sponsor. Her name is Nastazia 

and she is 8. She is looked after by her sister who 

is 19, the same age as me, as both of their parents 

are unfortunately dead. She works in the market 

selling shoes so that she can partially support 

herself and her sister. Thanks to our sponsorship 

Nastazia is able to attend school. Their 

gratefulness towards me was palpable and really 

shows how much the little amount of money that 

we contribute can really make to someone’s life.  

 

WASH is the water project that PaCT runs. Its aim 

is to promote access to safe and clean water in 

those areas in which it is not readily available. I 

was able to visit one of the villages and listen to 

a presentation to the locals and the mayor about 

installing a water sanitisation system in this area. 

Although difficult to understand the actual 

presentation, it was easy to understand how much 

of a difference this can make to the locals, who 

need clean water to enhance their everyday life.   

 

On the more practical side of things, I helped 

Florence and Hajara in the sponsorship office 

organising the children’s school reports in order 

for them to be sent to their respective sponsors 

in the UK. This links in to the fact that the 

motivation and performance of the children is 

very important in order to keep the sponsors 

engaged with their progress. Being able to read 

my own sponsored child’s report allowed me to 

understand that she is flourishing at school and 

keeps my family motivated to sponsor her further 

into her education.  

 

One afternoon, myself and a small handful of the 

sponsored children drew pictures and played 

traditional African games, including their version 

of hopscotch and making African dolls using old 

banana plant leaves.  

 

  



Sponsorship Fees Increase 

The children in Mityana, along with their 

parents/guardians, thank you for your support of 

their children this academic year. 

As you have already been informed our 

sponsorship fees will be increasing for next year. 

Reluctantly, the fees are increasing for the next 

academic year which starts in January 2020. Jo, 

Jenny & Jean will have informed you as to how 

much your child will need. Primary fees will be 

£180 a year or £15 a month. Secondary fees will 

be £300 a year or £25 a month. If you are setting 

up a standing order, could you please start it in 

November, so we have everything in place for the 

transfer of fees for the start of the academic 

year. A standing order form can be found by going 

to "Forms" at https://www.mityanacharity.org/  

We hope that all sponsors will continue to support 

their sponsored child/children but if there is a 

problem please speak to us as soon as possible so 

that we can seek a new sponsor for your child. 

Sadly, if a sponsor ceases to support a child, the 

child will have to drop out of school as we do not 

have the funds to take over their fees. If you are 

in this situation a solution could be to share the 

costs between one or more of your friends so that 

your sponsored child can continue with their 

education. The families are immensely grateful 

for all you are doing to help their children and the 

difference sponsorship makes to the whole 

family.   

 

 

Exchange Programme Success  
 

Nsegobya Mike is one of the beneficiaries of the 
Hall Hunter Partnership exchange program in 
2012 - 2013.  As an orphaned youth, he did not 
ever imagine having an opportunity to be trained 
in something that he loves to do - Agriculture, and 
looking at Agriculture as a business venture.   

 
Since his time at HHP, he returned home (to 
Uganda) with a vision to become an Agro business 
trainer.  This vision helped him to establish; 
"Mich Agric Farm Services", he seeks to train 
more Ugandan youth and individuals to 
appreciate the financial benefits of farming. 
Since the start of this farm service in January 
2019, they have trained nearly 180 farmers, both 
directly and indirectly.  Despite having financial 
challenges, he has been able to secure space for 
a demonstration farm. 
 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Visiting Mityana 
 
Here is Gloria from Kids school in Milan who 
visited PaCT this summer. Her school have 
supported the children in Mityana by raising 
money through a pyjama day. 
 

 
 

If you are interested in visiting Mityana, there is 

a group travelling on 4th March and arriving back 

in UK on the 17th March.  Contact Jean Ajin to 

find out more jean.ajin@gmail.com 

 
 
 

https://www.mityanacharity.org/
mailto:jean.ajin@gmail.com


Christmas gifts 

Some sponsors like to provide a Christmas present 

for their child. If you would like to send money 

for a present this year please refer to the email 

to all sponsors, sent out in early October, which 

gives the costs and details about what would be 

appropriate. If however, you decide to post 

something to Uganda yourself it must fit into a C5 

size envelope to avoid customs problems. 

 

If you are starting shopping online for gifts please 

help us raise money for us, at no extra cost to 

you, by signing up to 

 you can sign up to raise free funds. 

Amazon, M&S, John Lewis, Tesco and many more 

well known stores 

If you are unsure what to buy your friends who 

have everything why not use our Gift list to 

choose something which will benefit someone and 

make their Christmas. 

https://www.mityanacharity.org/donations_gift

s.php  

If it's for a sponsored child then please send to Jo, 

Jenny or Jean 

Thank you for your support  

 

Update your email, address, 

preferences please us the form at 

https://www.mityanacharity.org/preferences.php  

and also contact us at 

enquiry@mityanacharity.org 

Thank you, 

 

Finally, a few financial reminders…… 
 
 
Are you a tax payer? If so, please consider  
completing a Gift Aid form downloadable at: 
 

 

mityanacharity.org/form_ga.doc 
 
 

 
 
 

Legacies 
 
Are you interested in leaving a legacy to  
The Mityana Charity? 
 
For further information please see:  
 
mityanacharity.org/donations_legacy.html 
 

 
 
 

The Mityana Charity, 

The Secretary, 

6 Tangley Drive, Wokingham,  
Berks  
RG41 2NY 
 
enquiry@mityanacharity.org 
Follow us:      
 

         
 

CONTACT US 

A plea from our Treasurer  
CAF donations 
 
Please email enquiry@mityanacharity.org 
if you donate in this way, include: 
 
Your name 
The amount 
The project for which it is intended  
 
Thank you.   
Bob Riddaway 
 

https://giveasyoulive-emails.com/2EUE-1B008-480KBP-SNBHD-1/c.aspx
https://www.mityanacharity.org/donations_gifts.php
https://www.mityanacharity.org/donations_gifts.php
https://www.mityanacharity.org/preferences.php
mailto:enquiry@mityanacharity.org
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